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Infants and Toddlers Fashions of the Model A Era 
Anne Neely-Beck 

Era Fashion Committee 
 

You don’t read much about infant and toddler clothes of the Model A Era. It is almost impossible to find 
originals unless they have been preserved and passed down through families. Such is the case in my 
family. In most families clothes were handed down, especially during the Depression years of the Model A Era, 
and worn until they were threadbare. My mother was an only child so her clothes were not handed down to 
siblings or cousins as she had no female cousins. I am so lucky to have two of my mother’s infant dresses, one 
toddler dress, and the coverlet that was hand embroidered for her crib. My mother wore these infant dresses in 
1928 and the toddler dress in 1930.  

 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sarah Langston is wearing 
Anne's mothers' toddler dress 
at The Shade Tree A MAFCA 
SE Divisional Meet June 2003.  

 

This is the coverlet that was on Anne's mothers' 
crib. It is in great shape for being 77 years old. The 
Little Bo Beep crib coverlet is embroidered in blues, 

pinks, yellows, and shades of brown. 
 

Sarah is holding a doll dressed in another of Anne's 
mothers' infant dresses. The doll's dress is nainsook and 

is embroidered with a pink chain stitch and has many 
embroidered pink flowers. The neckline, sleeves, and 

hemline have some fagoting with handmade lace. 

 
The  toddler dress  (above left) is organdy with hand smocking along the bodice and the back of the dress. The 
dress has many pink embroidered flowers and fagoting running down the dress and making two circles around 
the dress one about six inches from the hem and another one about three inches from the hem. This dress 
was handmade in Puerto Rico in 1930 and brought to the United States by Aunt Hilda (Anne's great aunt) who 
was a Deaconess in the Episcopal Church and on a mission at the time. 
 
When I was lucky enough to get a granddaughter (Neely Kate Leverett) who lives near, I knew she would have 
to wear her great grandmother’s dress. Neely Kate did with her Mimi (me) for a vintage fashion show that our 
Model A Club, "The Shade Tree A’s," hosted at the Augusta Mall in June 2005. 
 
  

Anne Neely-Beck with her granddaughter Neely   
Kate Leverett at Shade Tree A fashion show 

Augusta (GA) Mall, June 2005 

 Neely Kate is wearing her great grandmother's dress made of nainsook with small 
tucks along the bodice and hand embroidered stitching along the neckline and the 
hemline. The dress also has many hand embroidered flowers in white, pink, and 

blue. The edge of the hemline and sleeves is finished off with handmade lace. This 
dress was made by Catherine Riehl, Neely Kate's great-grandmother's mother. 
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Infant and toddler clothes did not change much 
during the Model A era. In one of my vintage 1929 
Needlecraft magazine I found an article on planning 
babies’ wardrobe, Layette 221. Nainsook (a fine, 
lightweight, usually of combed cotton) is stated as 
the best fabric for little dresses. Suggestion for the 
nightgown includes flannel, cashmere, or 
muslin. When making a kimono it is suggested that 
flannelette is the most practical but making one for 
"best" could be made of crepe de Chine, lined with 
cashmere for warmth and daintily embroidered. 

 

Layette 221 – pictured at right 
 

Baby Layettes have not changed that much over the years. Cotton knit 
has replaced nainsook and cotton but there are many items similar to 

these layette items that are available today at fine department stores and 
boutiques. They could be worn by baby for fun fashions while riding 

around in the Model A. 
 

 

 

If you would like to dress your child or grandchild for 
fashion judging, there are some vintage patterns 
available and by searching vintage magazines, you 
can find many knitting patterns for booties, snow 
suits, and sweaters.  

 

My mother and I knitted a pair of booties from a 
1929 Needlecraft magazine pattern. My mother did 
the knitting and I sewed them together and added 
the ribbon. It would be easy to recreated dresses for 
infants and toddlers.  

 

This is a quote from a June 1930 Needlecraft 
magazine: "straight lines, fullness from the neck to 
the hem and short or long sleeves, set in or kimono-
that describes almost any little girls’ dresses if she is 
anywhere from two to eight years old, and it is true 
of best dresses as of everyday dresses." Most 
seamstresses today could make a dress like this 
without a pattern, add some hand embroidery or 
smocking and you would have a reproduction worth 
judging. 
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Directions for knitting baby booties 

from 1929 Needlecraft magazine 

These are the booties that my mother and I knitted from the 1929 

Needlecraft pattern.  Using wool yarn and following the pattern, these 

booties could be judged as a reproduction. 
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Sweater and shoulder wrap pattern from 1931 Needlecraft 
magazine. These also could be knitted with wool yarn for fashion 

judging. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Woman World Magazine 1930 article shows how to make the fagot 
stitch that was so popular at the time. 
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If you would like to dress your child or grandchild in fun fashion while riding around in the Model A 
then I suggested you look at Feltman Brothers dresses. They are available at most better department 
stores and boutiques. They are made of find cotton with hand embroidery and smocking and look like 
they could have come right from the Model A era. 
 
 
Boys’ Fashions 
Alas, I have not covered boys’ fashions. I have five grandsons but I 
could never convince them to have that vintage look while riding with 
their grandparents in the Model A. In 2003 our club hosted a divisional 
Meet and we had a fashion show. Joni Morgan was our guest hostess 
and she provided us with an outfit for a little boy to wear and naturally 
none of my boys would wear it but one member’s grandson did and it 
was the hit of the show. 
 

Pictured at right: 

Trey Langston is wearing a broadcloth outfit loaned to The Shade Tree A's by Joni Morgan.  
He modeled this at the 2003 MAFCA Southeastern Divisional Meet  

hosted by the Shade Tree A's in Augusta, GA. 

 
 
 
 
If you are lucky enough to have some children’s vintage clothes, take good care of them. I wash mine 
in a product called Linen Wash and store them rolled in acid-free tissue paper. I want to be able to 
pass these vintage clothes along to a few more generations.  
 
Let us get our children and grandchildren involved with the Model A’s and the era fashions so we can 
preserve the past for the future. 
 
 
Anne Neely-Beck 
Era Fashion Committee  
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This is a page from the 1928 Fall Winter National Bellas Hess 40th 
anniversary catalog. Note the middle of the page "Dainty Wear for 
Tots 6mo. To 2 yrs" These dresses look just like the dresses that 

were my mothers'. 
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